fertile vineyards, I called on the Burgomaster who gave
me the oWesishurch records in the parish. Opening the
book at- random, my eye fell on the first record of the
year 1725, which was the baptismal certificate of Andreas
Huber, the son of Jonas and Anna Maria. It was assumed
that Johannes, Jonas and Job, Michel were brothers, a
fact that was later substantiated. It was discovered
furthermore that the young Andreas Huber had been
born in Ellerstadt and a drawing was found of the old
Huber farm, which was partially torn down in the year
1900. (Special thanks are due to Ernst Merk of Eller-
stadt for his invaluable assistance in procuring this
material.) The ancient press-rooms that are still standing
show that Jonas Huber also made wine besides being a
weaver. The records of 1722 show further that he owned
more than five acres of vineyard, proving that by dint of
industry and cleverness he had been able to make his
way in his new German home in spite of all the difficult
times of that period.
There were numerous reasons for the emigrations from
Switzerland. In the first place, the Swiss had become
inoculated with a spirit of militancy through their long
struggles for independence and fitted well into the 16th
century picture which brought the persecution of the
Anabaptists and the wholesale recruiting for foreign
armies. The great Peasants* Rebellion of 1641-53 folio wed
soon after, carrying the usual hard times in its train.
At the close of the 17th century, contemporary records
tell of poor crops and general famine throughout the
land. Naturally all these circumstances affected trade,
which was undoubtedly the reason which impelled the
three Huber brothers to emigrate to the Palatinate, where
the industrious Swiss were received with open arms after
the destruction of prosperous towns and villages through
Louis XIV. Springing also from an old line of millers,
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